
Gunboat 60

G
unboat catamarans are known for their sleek lines and speed. 
Owners take pride in sailing their boats, and the engines are 
used primarily for maneuvering and intermittent auxiliary 

propulsion ; they are rarely used for extended motoring. The resulting 
combination of high sailing speeds and limited propulsion time pro-
vides the ideal scenario for a serial hybrid propulsion system in which 
a battery-powered electric motor drives the propellers. 

Central to the PowerWave hybrid system aboard the Gunboat 60 
is a pair of 20 kilowatt (kW) motors that can push the boat at speeds 
of up to 9 knots, with the initial energy provided by a 29 kilowatt-hour 
(kWh) lithium-ion battery pack. In practice, this battery pack will sup-
port harbor maneuvering for hours at a time and full speed operation 
for around 30 minutes, after which one, or both of the boat’s two 20 
kW Polar Power DC generators will kick in. 

A sophisticated energy management system ensures that engine 
operation is always at, or close to, peak fuel efficiency, while op-
erators maintain control through a touch screen in the navigation 
station. A generator is held in reserve for longer passages that the 
batteries cannot support.

Under sail, any time boatspeed is above 8 knots substan-
tial amounts of energy can be harvested from the freewheeling 
propellers —more than enough to run the house systems and 
recharge the batteries. Then, when the batteries are charged, the pro-
pellers are retracted into the hull for maximum sailing speed. Given 
the typical operating profile of these boats, it is not unreasonable to 
think that many owners will enjoy an extravagant lifestyle on board 
without having to crank any kind of an engine for days, or even weeks 
at a time. gunboat.com

Fountaine Pajot 
Victoria 67

O
ver 65 feet you’re getting into big 
boat territory, and when you start 
talking about a catamaran with more 

than 31 feet of beam, as is the case with 
the Fountaine Pajot Victoria 67, there’s little 
doubt you’re dealing with a “flagship.” 

With an apartment-size saloon and in-
terior décor that would be appropriate for 
an upscale urban home, and a spacious 
afterdeck that can entertain a crowd, this is 
a lot of boat. We were aboard the “owner’s 
version,” and were suitably impressed by 
the large owners suite and pleasant guest 
cabins. Nobody will complain about the ac-
comodations aboard the Victoria 67.

Climb one of the two curved staircases to 
the upper deck and you find what the builder 
calls the “Flydeck,” an elevated lounging 
space alongside the helm. With a wonderful 
360 degree view, this raised deck will un-
doubtedly be party central at dockside and a 
great place to lounge under sail. 

Notably, the boat has a fully distributed 

electrical system, wherein power goes di-
rectly from the source to the boat’s various 
lights, reefers and nav aids, with a computer-
controlled panel directing and monitoring it 
all. (The judges all feel that this is the wave 
of the future.) Nor does Fountaine Pajot 
shortchange sailing performance, providing 
the boat with over 2,000ft2 of sail, for a sail 

area-displacement ratio in the mid 20s. 
Although a capable ocean voyager—the 

captain of the boat at Annapolis described 
a fast, uneventful Atlantic crossing —it’s 
not hard to see the Victoria 67 wintering in 
the Caribbean and then summering in New 
England, providing its owners with a truly 
elegant life afloat. fountaine-pajot.com

flagship Multihull

sYstEMs

There’s plenty of space 
aboard the Victoria 67, 
including a substantial 
“Flydeck” at the same 
level as the helm

With its hybrid propulsion system, the Gunboat 60 is as smart as it is 
good looking (top); touch-screen controls keep the crew well apprised 
as to energy use and charge levels    

Photos courtesy of Fountaine Pajot (top); of Gunboat (above)

{ For more on the winners, including video, see sailmagazine.com/bestboats }
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